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NATURE AND THE HUMAN 
SPIRIT: THE 
TRANSFORMATION OF 
HENRY LOOMIS 
by Ron Limbaugh 
A few years ago, while working on a research project 
at Yale's Sterling Memorial Library, I ran across a 90-page 
handwritten journal written by Henry Bradford Loomis, 
son of a prominent Yale mathematician and astronomer, an 
irresolute companion of John Muir during a three-month 
trip to Alaska in 1890. In labored but legible longhand, 
Loomis chronicled the expedition. 1 It is a fascinating 
record. Not only does it provide a starkly contrasting view 
to Muir's glowing nature prose in Travels in Alaska,2 it 
also documents a transformation in the mind of its author. 
It is a demonstrable example of what environmental 
advocates have often described as the "healing power of 
nature. "3 
Loomis was a young Seattle attorney whom Muir 
had met during the California Scot's trip north in 1888 to 
climb Mount Rainier. They agreed to meet again two years 
later for a joint Alaska excursion. 4 Rendezvousing at Port 
Townsend on June 17, they traveled by steamship to Fort 
Wrangel, then on to Glacier Bay, which they reached the 
morning of June 23 . As soon as they unloaded their gear, 
Muir took a jaunt alone while Loomis stayed in camp, 
trying to keep warm without a fire. The contrast between 
the ship's creature comforts and the icy blast of an Arctic 
storm quickly drained the lawyer's enthusiasm. He began 
to have second thoughts which must have increased as he 
watched the steamer sail out of the Bay, leaving him 
stranded for a week. Muir returned late that afternoon, 
determined to camp near the glacier, but Loomis com-
plained about the lack of a good campsite, with no trees or 
timber in sight, a "chilling wind," and "no wood worth 
mentioning." "It is a wilderness of ice & rocks, and a 
cold, barren & dreary place to camp - even for one 
interested in science." They made a crude shelter for their 
provisions and pitched a tent, but Loomis continued to 
grumble. 
His foul mood matched the weather for the next 
two days. Following breakfast the morning after they 
landed, they ventured out along the glacier face--"a 
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dangerous place," wrote Loomis. Bad weather limited 
their visibility, and even Muir thought it bes~ to stay in 
camp the following day. All day they fought a gale-force 
wind that nearly blew away their tent and forced them to 
go to bed to keep warm. The gale slackened a bit by June 
26, and Muir was anxious to travel. 
Loomis reluctantly followed but was miserable all 
day: "We took a walk in drizzling rain about 1 112 miles 
up to glacier," he wrote. "It was dismal tramp over ice & 
rocks & glacial mud. No one but an enthusiast would have 
taken such a walk at such a time. Mr Muir is very deeply 
interested in t. subject of glaciers -(some would say a 
crank) . .. " After another 2-mile walk in similar conditions 
they sat down to rest. Loomis' mood was as dark as the 
low clouds overhead: "to me it seemed dreary & dismal," 
he wrote, "But Mr. Muir evidently was not thinking oft. 
rain & mud--for he said to me 'Isn't this lovely'? I replied 
'Well, I have seen things more lovely."' 
On July 1 the steamer returned, to Loomis' great 
relief. After warming up aboard and savoring a hearty 
meal for lunch, his spirits revived. On board were four 
more eager explorers, including Professor Harry Fielding 
Reid of the Case School of Applied Science in Cleveland. 
They invited Muir and Loomis to join them for the next 
two weeks trekking around Glacier Bay. Muir was 
delighted, and how could Loomis refuse another test of 
manliness? 
Two more weeks ashore tempered Loomis' 
outlook. His journal records not only the passage of time 
but also the change of mood. By July 13 he found, to his 
own amazement, that the bad weather had had no ill 
effects--indeed, had actually improved his health, as Muir 
assured him it would: 
It is remarkable that we have not caught 
cold--sleeping as we have exposed in the open air, 
or in an airy tent, where t. wind blows continually 
hard & cold--especially sence [sic] our feet have 
been frequently & (for long times) wet & cold-all 
day and a number of times we have been so cold 
that we were obliged to go to bed to get warm. I 
have not had a cold since I started Jr. home (two 
months ago) and not a touch of catarrh - and Mr. 
Muir has recovered elltirely Jr. a severe cold wh. 
he had on his lungs when he arrived here and 
wh. he contracted before he left his home in 
California. 
Muir parted company with Loomis and the rest of 
the expedition on July 21, sledding for eleven days on a 
hazardous solo trek. He rejoined the party the first week 
of August, resiliant and filled with adventures that Loomis 
enthusiastically described in his journal. 5 
Thereafter Loomis' journal notes show a remark-
able metamorphosis. He begins to sing the glacier song. 
His earlier gloom-and-doom notations give way to a 
Muirlike rhapsodizing. With a box camera he returned to 
Muir glacier on August 5, observing "many beautiful ice 
formations" and stopping to admire the "beautiful little 
points of crystal ice arranged like gems along t. edges of 
streams, rivulets & pools of water. They glistened in t. 
sunshine like diamonds, these little ice crystals & twinkled 
like stars. They assume infinite variety of fantastic 
shapes .. . . " 
Standing in the middle of Muir Glacier Loomis 
saw not dreary ice but "a glorious sight," with "a great 
ice-sea" surrounding him on all sides, and with peaks 
"completely encircling [the] great glacier like an 
amphitheatre .... " In the depths below he noticed the 
"solemn grinding sound oft. moulins - in contrast w. t. 
sweet-toned, gentle, sound oft. little brooks flowing on t. 
ice .... " His final journal entry shows how completely he 
had been transformed after six weeks at Glacier Bay. It 
concludes with an opinion his Scottish companion would 
surely have seconded: "Here is a magnificent picture of 
nature's wondrous power & beauty ." 
NOTES 
1 Henry B. Loomis, Alaska Journal, 1890. HMS, 90 
p. Elias Loomis Papers, Yale University Library. All 
journal quotes hereafter are from this item. 
2 
2For Muir's account of the same trip, see Travels in 
Alaska (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, c1915), pp. 273-293. 
3 John Muir, John of the Mountains. Edited by Linnie 
Marsh Wolfe (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1979, c1938), 234. See also Robert Marshall, "Wilder-
ness," 163, and Roderick Nash, "Wilderness Advocacy," 
265, in American Environmentalism, 3rd edition, edited 
by Roderick Nash (New York: McGraw-Hill, c1990). 
4John Muir, Alaska Notes Summer of 1890, AMS 
(notebook) [1895], pp. 18-19, in John Muir Papers, 
Microfilm edition, Reel 33 at 01404. 
5For details of Muir's 1890 sled trip, see Travels in 
Alaska, 294-311 . 
mE CALIFORNIANS 
A Popular Magazine of California History 
Readers of this newsletter who are unacquainted with 
The Californians have a treat in store for them. Anyone 
interested in the history of the west, John Muir, environ-
mental and other related topics, will be quite fascinated by 
this magazine. Now a decade old, The Californians 
publishes six issues a year. Scholarly and yet popular, it is 
abundantly illustrated. It carries tasteful ads, often 
featuring beautiful examples of western art. The magazine 
also has book reviews on recent California writings and a 
calendar section of current relevant events and exhibits. It 
also carries a section on California cookery, featuring 
historical recipes which introduce readers to the grub of 
the gold miners and other early Californians. A recent 
issue featured an article on the Donner Party, another on 
the Northern Miwoks, a third on Sacramento's literary 
past, and a fourth on Richard Dana. For those interested 
in subscribing to the magazine, write to Michael Sherrell, 
5720 Ross Branch Rd., Sebastopol, CA 95472. Subscrip-
tions are $20.33 per year. 
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GIFFORD PINCHOT 
REIMAGINED, OR WHOSE 
WOODS ARE THESE? 
The Training of a Forester~ by Gifford 
Pinchot, fourth edition. Philadelphia, 
PA: J. B. Lippincott, 1937. 
Reviewed by Char Miller, Trinity University, 
San Antonio 
John Muir and Gifford Pinchot apparently last saw one 
another in 1907 when the two met to discuss the controver-
sial proposal to erect a dam at Retch Hetchy in the 
Yosemite Valley. Muir failed to persuade Pinchot, 
President Theodore Roosevelt's point man on this issue, 
that the dam was unnecessay, and as its plan went forward, 
the two men's once close relationship deteriorated rapidly. 
This controversy, or so some historians argued, marked a 
watershed in the conservation movement that these two 
individuals had done so much to bring to life. They are 
now considered to be representative figures for two 
opposing forms of American environmental thought: Muir, 
as the founder of preservation ism, is inevitably set against 
Pinchot, archon of utilitarian conservationism. 
This classic dichotomy i~ more dramatic than it is 
accurate, failing to account for the remarkable evolution 
that each man experienced through the course of his life. 
That is unfortunate, for one definition of history (and 
biography) is change over time. Only a few of the Muir 
biographies meet this test (Stephen Fox's work and also 
Michael Cohen's spring to mind), but Pinchot has not been 
so fortunate. No one who has written about the founder of 
the U.S. Forest Service has done justice to his intellectual 
maturation, an evolution particularly evident in his new 
approach to forests and foresty announced in the final 
edition of The Training of a Forester:.. 
The earlier editions had drawn heavily on the ethos of 
the Progressive Era, with its insistence on efficiency and 
rationality, and its elevation of scientific expertise. 
Utilitarian conservationism thus viewed trees as but a crop 
to be farmed like any other. Forests, in short, had only a 
narrow economic value, and the forester's task, as reflected 
in the production-orientation of the curricula of forestry 
schools, was measured in board feet. That is what Pinchot 
meant When he declared that foresty was "the art of 
producing from the forest whatever it can yield for the 
service of man." 
Pinchot changed his mind about this matter when, in 
the mid-1930s, he decied to rewrite his primer. The 
evolution was partly political: his two terms as Governor 
of Pennsylvania had taught him that forests had more than 
economic value, and he enthusiastically signed legislation 
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that set aside scenic terrain and preserved the state's last 
stand of ancient forest. This came with another surprising 
re-evalution: " the spiritual value of loving [forests] and 
being with them," he proclaimed in a series of speeches, 
"is beyond counting." 
That love redefined foresters' perspectives, the 1937 
edition of the Training confirmed, not only in how they 
conceived of a forest but also in how they practiced their 
profession. Pinchot was not opposed to logging per se, 
but he was appalled by clear cutting operations driven by 
the profit motive. Instead, foresters should practice 
selective cutting that took its cues from nature itself, which 
"governs the mutual lives and works [of forests] under a 
strict code of natural laws," he observed, such that a forest 
tends " to be kept pretty well in balance." A successful 
forester "therefore, must know about these elements of the 
forest and their behavior," for "he too must work toward 
maintaining the balance of nature." 
In arguing that human needs no longer dominated, 
Pinchot undermine the utilitarian credo, and that in turn 
sharply challenges our understanding of his place within 
the conservation movement's heritage. But then he always 
liked to think of himself as one who broke new ground. 
LAW AND DISORDER THEME 
ATTRACTS SCHOLARS 
The 46th Annual California History Institute, April 
22-24, 1993, is in advance planning stages, with more than 
a dozen scholars proposing papers and programs around 
the general theme, "Law and Disorder: Public Policy and 
Civil Unrest in California." Featured speaker will be 
Richard Maxwell Brown, past president of the Western 
History Association and a national authority on vigilante 
movements in America. Other possible presentors and 
topics: John E. Boessenecker on crime & law enforcement 
in nineteenth century California, Newell Bringhurst on the 
Robert Alton Harris execution, Robert Chandler on · . 
California during the Civil War years, Thomas Fensch on 
the Los Angelest press and the Rodney King riots, Joseph 
Gittler on racial and ethnic conflict, David Johnson on 
American-Mexican conflict, Diane North on California 
during the First World War, Charles Simmons on the U.S. 
media after the L.A. Riots, Debra Webster on the 
Humboldt County Indian massacre of 1860, and David 
Johnson on the lynching of Juanita at Downieville. 
Following two days of academic sessions on the 
U .O.P. campus, a one-day field trip to Berkeley will 
review the scenes and events of the turbulent 1960s, 
accompanied by participants. 
For general conference information and a registra-
tion packet, send your name and address to Professor John 
Phillips, CHI 93 Program Chair, in care of The John Muir 
Center for Regional Studies, University of the Pacific, 
Stockton, 95211. 
PERSPECTIVES ON THE RIO SUMMIT: 
TWO VIEWS 
(Editor's note: the two articles that follow were prepared especially for this issue. Jim Goodrich is Director of the 
Wes~gate Center f~r Man~g.emen~ Development at UOP and is a professor of international business in the School of 
Busmess and Public Admuustratton. Steve Stocking is a biology instructor at San Joaquin Delta College and is a well-
known environmental advocate in the Central Valley.) 
WHAT IT WILL TAKE TO 
ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
THIRD WORLD 
by Jim Goodrich 
Now that the tons of paper have been cleared up from 
the Rio Summit (those poor trees!), let us take a little time 
to reflect on some of its implications. It is clear that the 
summit was as much about economics as it was about the 
environment. Whether you consider this meeting "An 
historic first step towards a new global compact between 
rich and poor nations" as suggested by Lester Brown, 
president of the Worldwatch Institute, or simply a waste of 
time depends largely on your place in the economic scheme 
of things. 
Certainly an increase in economic growth in develop-
ing nations is critical in order to address poverty and 
population increases. However, if such growth takes on 
the same pattern as it has in more industrialized countries, 
the environment will be irretrievably damaged. For this 
reason the concept of "Sustainable Development" --which 
depends on the balancing of human activity with nature's 
ability to renew itself -- has been pushed in the U.N. 
meetings and in academic settings. 
In the real world of international business, it is evident 
that there is a trade-off between employment and economic 
growth on the one hand, and environmental preservation 
on the other. However, it is more complicated than the 
simplistic "tree buggers vs. jobs" rhetoric surrounding the 
Rio Summit would suggest. Politicians on the campaign 
trail this fall have amplified this theme and drawn easy 
scapegoats-- government on the one hand, and business on 
the other. 
The idea that people need to be "protected" from the 
depradations of voracious multinational companies was a 
common theme at Rio as it is this fall. At the same time, 
the fear of more governmental regulations that will stifle 
growth is an equally common complaint. It is somewhat 
ironic that the United Nations Conference took place in 
one of the most environmentally ragged urban areas, but 
this only highlights the struggle taking place (accompanied 
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by inflamed rhetoric) inside the summit. 
We are rapidly reaching a place where some light can 
be shed on this controversy. Regulations that limit the 
ecological damage from logging, real estate development, 
or farming do cost some jobs in these industries. How-
ever, they save workers' paychecks in others, such as 
tourism or fishing. Also, curtailing pollution can help 
manufacturers become more efficient and has itself created 
thousands of new jobs in the clean-up industry . 
The real question, notes William E. Ruckelshaus, 
former EPA head and now chairman of waste-hauler 
Browning-Ferris Industries Inc., "Is whether regulations 
add to the productivity of society, public health, the 
protection of the environment, or the more efficient use of 
resources." In general, it would appear that regulations do 
have costs which are greater in less developed nations. 
Contrast this with the United States, where a recent study 
by the University of Oregon on the spotted owl contro-
versy revealed that "we have passed the point where the 
forest standing yields more jobs and higher income than 
cutting it down." 
We have begun to see that industrialized nations can 
shift rather quickly from resource-intensive production 
systems and lifestyles to ones that consume less resources 
and that can dramatically cut pollution. Also, firms from 
countries like the United States and Sweden, with their 
early start on environmental regulation, will have an edge 
on what the International Finance Corp. expects to be a 
$600 billion worldwide market for environmental services 
by the next decade. 
For less developed nations the probable impact is 
much more severe. To achieve the goal of "sustainable 
development," they will have to practice less destructive 
agriculture, industrialize with unprecedented care, and cut 
birth rates, with all that implies for improving women's 
rights. They won't be able to do those things alone. For 
this reason, the ultimate impact of the Rio Summit will 
depend on the ability of the richer nations to give billions 
in aid to the less developed nations. As we have seen since 
the Summit, this is an unlikely prospect in the near future. 
BACK TO EARTH 
FROM RIO 
by Steve Stocking, Sierra Club 
The June 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro has 
already become a footnote in Earth History. Did anything 
really happen down in Rio? Surely there must have been 
something substantive, along with all the hype, expense, 
15,000 security police, treaties, policies, plans and declara-
. tions? 
Let's look at accomplishments first. It has to be seen as 
positive that this was the first time that international leaders 
both from inside and outside government have seriously 
discussed the global environmental consequences of their 
domestic decisions. For a short time last June the world's 
headlines were focused on environmental issues. Nations 
were considering global environmental objectives rather than 
military or trade issues. Non-governmental organizations 
including religious, environmental and women's groups 
participated and were involved in world affairs. Further, 
many of the contended issues illustrate the new reality of the 
importance of north-south issues rather than east-west. 
Sustainable development was the buzz word and a "non-
legally binding" agreement on the principals of international 
conservation, management and sustainable development of 
forests was adopted. Treaties were produced on climatic 
change and biological diversity, and also a Rio Declaration 
on Environment and Development. A nonskeptic would 
praise both the unique characteristics and the spirit of 
international co-operation of the Rio Summit. 
However, President Bush was under pressure from the 
right to ignore such issues as global warming and population 
growth. For example, an editorial in the National Review 
criticized the conference for "overlooking the fact that hard-
core evidence is lacking for the impact of global warming." 
Other factions pressured the conference to limit greenhouse 
gasses and to protect tropical rainforests and species diver-
sity. A writer in the liberal review, The Nation, stated that: 
"The North causes most of the pollution through over-
consumption yet does not want to assume the burden of 
paying for it." One result of such controversy was criticism 
of the President and the United States for lack of full 
commitment. 
What came out of all the effort? On an instructive local 
scale, thousands of homeless children were removed from 
the streets of Rio and a massive beautification campaign was 
carried out just prior to the Summit. Did only superficial 
activity result without attention to the underlying causes of 
environmental problems such as overpopulation? Developed 
countries generally refused to make financial commitments 
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to support sustainable development and so the poor 
countries will continue to mine their natural resources to 
sell to the consuming nations. 
The conference did agree to two treaties, one to 
control global warming and the other to preserve 
biodiversity. But the United States refused to sign the 
biodiversity treaty, weakened the climatic-change pact 
and offered a forest-preservation proposal that no one 
would sign. 
We must wait to see if much will come from these 
principles, plans and treaties. The follow-up will be 
critical and this will be dependent upon governments, the 
United Nations, and the people. Environmental and 
other private organizations can try to keep the pressure 
on their governments. Will the United Nations set up a 
Commission on Sustainable Development? Will it back 
out of some of the environmentally destructive projects 
funded by the World Bank? These outcomes, at least in 
part, will be dependent upon the solutions to other 
pressing world problems in Yugoslavia, Somali and 
elsewhere. As the President said at the Sumririt, "envi-
ronmental protection and economic growth are interde-
pendent." 
MUIR'S FIRST MARTINEZ 
HOME IN JEOPARDY 
The Contra Costa Times of October 17, 1992 reports 
that the home Muir and his wife Louie occupied during 
the 1880s will be razed unless the current occupants 
develop a renovation plan in the immediate future. Built 
by Dr. Strentzel in the early 1850s when he first arrived 
from Texas after immigrating from Poland, the house was 
given to the Muirs as a wedding gift. Muir and his 
family lived in it until Dr. Strentzel died in 1890, 
whereupon the Muirs moved into the "big house," the 
home now maintained by the National Park Service and 
known as the Muir-Strentzel House. 
The first Muir house has recently fallen on hard 
times. A rental property for many years, it was in a sad 
state when a fire in 1987 destroyed the second story just 
before it was to be taken over by the current occupants, 
Dave Peal and his wife Susan. They want to renovate, 
but are unable to qualify for a conventional loan. The 
county ordered them to come up with a plan by the third 
week of October or see the house demolished. The Peals 
hope the house will qualify as a State historic site so they 
can obtain a low-cost loan, but as of this writing the 
bulldozer is still looming in the shadows. 
NEED CHRISTMAS PRESENTS? 
HOW ABOUT MUIR VIDEOS 
The video programs from the special John Muir 
Conference of 1990 are still available, and at special rates 
for John Muir Center members. We'll pay the tax, postage 
and handling for each order. To order, specify volume 
number and amount of tapes desired, and mail your request 
to the John Muir Center. Each volume is $25, including 
tax, postage and handling, or $100 for five volumes. 
Allow three weeks for delivery. 
Volwne One: MUIR IN THE SOUTHERN SIERRA' 
MUIR AND THE INDIANA CONNECTION; MUIR IN' 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Volwne Two: MUIR'S TRANSCENDENTAL 
IMAGERY; MUIR AND THE WILDERNESS IDEAL; 
THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MUIR AND HIS 
FAMILY 
Volwne Three: MUIR AND CRATER LAKE; 
MUIR'S DEEP ECOLOGY; OUR NATIONAL FOR-
ESTS IN MUIR'S TIME AND OUR OWN; BOTANICAL 
EXPLORATIONS OF CALIFORNIA; J.D. WHITNEY 
AND HIS FAULT ORIGIN OF YOSEMITE 
Volwne Four: HETCH HETCHY AND THE MUIR 
LEGACY; THE BATTLE METAPHOR AND ITS 
CONSEQUENCES; MUIR AND GEOLOGY 
Volume Five: MUIR IN THE BERKSHIRES; JOHN 
MUIR'S YELLOWSTONE; CELEBRATING JOHN 
MUIR DAY 
CALIFORNIA HARDWOODS GOING FAST 
The Compendium Newsletter, P.O. Box 351419, LA 
90035-9119, (310) 559-9160, is chocked full of pro-active 
environmental news. The most recent edition notes a 
report from the California Oak Foundation, 909 12th 
Street, Suite 125, Sacramento, 95814, (916) 448-9495, 
disputing some forester claims that California hardwood 
forests have increased in the last 40 years. The alleged 
increase, says the Foundation, is due only to extensive 
logging of conifers, which leave mostly hardwoods 
standing, thus "increasing" what forest managers now call 
"hardwood areas." California's unique oaks--15 species, 
deciduous and evergreen--are disappearing due to range-
land clearing, development, and firweood cutting. The 
Valley, Blue, and Coast Live Oaks are not regenerating in 
sufficient numbers to replace the old growth trees. More 
than half of California's hardwoods are on private land, 
making it difficult to manage hardwood forests adequately . 
Hardwood ecosystems provide suitable breeding conditions 
for over 58 amphibians and reptiles, 168 birds, and 105 
mammals, more wildlife than is supported by any other 
system in California. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 
John Muir: the Eight Wilderness Discovery Books. 
Introduction by Terry Gifford. London & Seattle: Diadem 
Books; The Mountaineers, c1992 . 1030 pp. illus. A 
single-volume reprint of The Story of My Boyhood and 
Youth; A Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf; My First 
Summer in the Sierra; The Mountains of California,· Our 
National Parks,· The Yosemite,· Travels in Alaska,· and 
Steep Trails. The brief introduction underscores Muir's 
importance as popular nature writer as well as proto-
ecologist who profoundly influenced the modem environ-
mental movement. Appendices include two chapters from 
Zanita, Theresa Yelverton's portrayal of young "Kenmuir" 
as Yosemite's Natty Bumpo; notes on the origins of the 
eight works reprinted; a brief bibiography; and a short 
essay on the John Muir Trust in Scotland. The book is a 
handy gathering of Muir's most important writings under 
one cover, but the lack of an index limits the usefulness of 
the volume as a reference tool. Several photographs from 
the Muir collection at the Holt-Atherton Library were used 
to illustrate the book. 
Dennis R. Dean, "John Muir and the Origin of 
Yosemite Valley ," Annals of Science [Great Britain] 48 (5: 
1991), 453-485. An extensive reassessment of the clash 
between Muir and Josiah C. Whitney over the geologic 
origins of Yosemite. 
Scott Lankford, "John Muir and the Nature of the 
West: an Ecology of American Life, 1864-1914", Ph.D. 
Disseration, Stanford University, 1991. (UMI order 
number DA 9206808). An attempt to understand Muir in 
the context of international and intercultural crosscurrents 
in his own time. The author challenges traditional biogra-
phies which set Muir apart from the intellectual and social 
conventions of his own era. 
"A Century of Environmental Action: The Sierra 
Club, 1892-1992," California History 71 (Summer 1992). 
This special issue features an introduction by Roderick 
Nash, a Club chronology, an article by Ron Limbaugh on 
Muir as environmental educator, a photo section reproduc-
ing 19th century scenes illustrating "California's Vanish-
ing Landscape, "an article by Thomas Wellock on the 
Sierra Club's role in the successful fight to stop construc-
tion of a nuclear power plant at Bodega Bay, an analysis by 
Susan Schrepfer of the impact of the Diablo Canyon battle 
on the Club and its role in the modem environmental 
movement, a review by Ann Lage of the Club's oral 
history program, a report by Bonnie Hardwick on the 
Club's manuscript collection at the Bancroft Library, and a 
bibliography by Merrilee Proffitt on the Sierra Club and 
environmental history . Integrated with the narrative are 
superb illustrations that add to the overall value of this 
substantive publication. 
A NEW MUIR VIDEO PRODUCTION 
BASED ON RESEARCH AT THE 
HOLT ATHERTON LIBRARY 
The Wild West and John Muir 
One segment of a ten-part television series directed at 
a general audience, "The Wild West," will focus on John 
Muir. John Jerrold, who heads the research team for the 
series, has ordered numerous photographs from the John 
Muir Papers and also copies of newspaper clippings from 
Muir's scrapbooks on Hetch Hetchy which will illustrate 
the program. "The Wild West" will present first-hand 
accounts from actual journals, diaries, letters, testimony, 
· newspaper reports, period stills, sketches and paintings. 
The program will bring together unusual stories of the 
daily lives of individuals and families in the American 
West. 
"The Wild West" is being produced by a team headed 
by Executive Producer Douglas Netter and Producer John 
Copeland. Among their numerous credits are the award-
winning western mini-series, "The Sacketts," "Wild 
Times," "Roughnecks" and the one-hour series pilots, 
"Buffalo Soldiers" and "The Cherokee Trail." Keith W. 
Merrill will direct. He won an Academy Award for. his 
documentary, "The Great American Cowboy." 
The program will focus on those who "tried to change 
the future." "The Wild West" is interested in distinctive 
"voices" and, accordingly, Muir is of special interest to 
the production team as the proponent of wilderness ideals. 
Lee Stetson, well known for his portrayal of Muir, has 
been invited to be the voice of John Muir in the program. 
STILL TIME TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE 
1992 JOHN MUIR 
GLORIOUS WRITING 
CONTEST 
Are you a Young Sequoia (age 17 or under) or an Old 
Yosemite (age 18 or older)? Whatever category, have fun 
trying to write a page of descriptive prose as if John Muir 
himself were writing. The top three entries in each 
category may be published in the John Muir Newsletter, 
and each winner will receive a certificate of merit and a 
one-year subscription to the Newsletter. 
Send for the contest rules and an official entry form. 
To obtain copies, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
along with your name, age and mailing address to the John 
Muir Center for Regional Studies, History Department, 
University of the Pacific, 3601 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, 
CA 95211. 
All entries for the 1992 contest must be postmarked on 
or before December 31, 1992. 
BE A MEMBER OF THE JOHN MUIR 
CENTER FOR REGIONAL STUDIES 
Costs are a problem everywhere, especially in academia today. We can only continue publishing and distributing_ this 
modest newsletter through support from our readers. By becoming a member of the John Muir Center, you will be 
assured of receiving the Newsletter for a full year. You will also be kept on our mailing list to receive information on the 
annual California History Institute and other events and opportunities sponsored by the John Muir Center. 
Please join us by completing the following form and returning it, along with a $15 . check made payable to The John 
Muir Center for Regional Studies, University of the Pacific, 3601 Pacific Ave., Stockton, CA 95211. 
Yes, I want to join the John Muir Center and continue to receive the John Muir Newsletter .. Enclosed is $15 for a 
one-year membership . (Also use this form to renew your current membership). 
Name 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Institution/ Affiliation 
---------------------------------------------------------
Mailing address & zip ________________________________________________________ __ 
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